Wellington Walkers are Welcome
Twelfth AGM, 7th August 2022

Secretary's report

Committee/Membership Matters:

Since the last AGM, the management committee has met 8 times always on Zoom. The (virtual)
minute book is available for inspection.

Bob Coalbran resigned as footpath secretary and from the committee at the last AGM. We miss him .
We presented him with a small gift from the committee.

We now have 155 members, including 11 patrons (an increase of 10 from last year). Of these, 77
declare they are from Wellington itself, 116 total from near Wellington and 139 total from all of
Telford and local villages. (13 of the remaining 16 have declared Shropshire, although | know at least
2 of these live in Telford). | have sub lists for patrons, for members and for committee/helpers (there
are 30 on this latter list, an increase of 3).

In addition, our twice monthly emails go to another 59 people (disappointingly, 18 of these state
they live in Wellington, but at least 2 don’t).

Other Matters:
Since last year we have continued to attempt to raise our profile and have a voice in the town and
the area. In order to do this, we have:
Core Activities
Planned the eleventh Wellington Walking Festival in September 2021.
(Due to the change in time of the AGM there has been no festival since the last
AGM.)
We were very pleased to welcome Amanda Graham and Carol Round on the
planning group.
Again this year, one of the events, celebrating Thomas Parker , is part of the
Heritage Open Days Event and hence of the national Walkers are Welcome themed
events.



Also, as is tradition, one of the events is on the Shropshire Way Festival programme.
There are 9 new events among the 30.
Bookings are coming in well.
Held 2 regular walks each month. These are on the first and third Sundays. we have
continued to make them booking preferred.
We joined the Hope House Hospice’s Take a Hike event on March 6th, we slightly
exceeded our fund raising target of £200.
Continued to keep the website and Facebook page up to date and advertise our events on
Twitter.
The Facebook group is now beginning to function as we hoped with more
communication from members.

See the Chair’s (Eve’s) report for the activities of the individual committee members.
Eve submitted our annual report and again received good feedback.

Links
| have continued as an (not very active) admin on the Love Wellington Facebook page
Maintained links with Walking for Health- Telford and Wrekin (Ramblers Wellbeing Walks) ,
the Friends of the Telford T50 50 Mile Trail and the Telford and East Shropshire Ramblers
group (we continue to work very well together on the T50 trail).
Worked with the Shropshire Way association, as above.
We have had 2 joint stalls with both Walking for Health and the friends of the Telford T50
50 mile trail, at Spring into St Georges at Telford Town Park and Wellington Midsummer
Fayre.
Following an inspiring presentation at the national get together last October we have
become more active in Slow Ways, participating in the first “swarm weekend” (and me
personally in the second in Kent). We have put our improved route from Wellington to
Shrewsbury on the Festival programme and bookings are going well.
(With my T50 hat on, | attended the one virtual Local Access Forum meeting in February,
Malcolm is our rep on the forum.)
| have continued to represent WWaW on the Telford Green Spaces partnership, there have
been no general meetings this year but there have been information exchanges via email
and Pam, Eve, Malcolm and Chris have all attended specific training events.
| have continued as a Walkers are Welcome mentor, again appraising the annual reports of
the other Shropshire WaW towns. | am still on the national committee. | am particularly
active on the National Events and publicity subgroup. | look after the news items, and do
other small jobs, on the national website.

The next year:
We will send at least one delegate to the annual WaW get together in October in Alton.
We would hope to take part in any national themed events (? Children in Need in October,
?a national litter pick in the spring ? Heritage Open Days )
We intend to continue collaborating with Slow Ways.
We hope there will more opportunities for local publicity stalls in the coming year.
We intend to hold our 12" Wellington Walking Festival in September 2023.

A reminder: We are still members of the Ramblers Worldwide Holidays Walking Partnership scheme
and we receive money whenever one of our number goes on one of their holidays and nominates us.

Naomi Wrighton 29%™ July 2021



Appendix

Some of our walks as reported (from Facebook posts) to the various committee meetings

June 19th Malcolm and Chris Ercall/Lime kiln Woods July 3rd Chris and Carol
Dothill/Wrekin Link
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Qur Sunday walk on 17th July led by Pam. This was on a very hot day, thanks to Pam for leading '. L
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us through the shaded paths and Chris for backmarking.

July 17th, Pam and Chris Limekiln.




Coalbrookdale hop Beneath is June 5th Chris and Carol -Apley

Wellington Walkers are Welcome shared a post.
Admin - 1 May - @

Thanks to Naomi and Sheila for leading and backmarking the first of our bluebell
walks (the next is at 2:00pm on Saturday - bocking on the website).

As with any walk starting in the Ironbridge Gorge, there were a few ups and downs
as we made our way out through Loamhole and Lydbrock Dingles before looping
back around tc Dale End and making the climb to The Rotunda.

Malcolm Skelton
Moderator @ +1 -19h- @

Thanks to Chris and Carocl for leading and backmarking this afterncons walk out tc
Apley and back. Despite the gloomy ferecast, we managed te avoid the rain, but
only just ...




Mar 20" Chris and Pam

Chris Jay shared a post.
Moderator - 22h - @

Thought that the group would like this

Chris Jay

22h- &

14 of us enjoyed a walk through Limekiln woods led by Chris and
Pam. Luckily the mud had dried out and we managed a diversion
to avoid the fallen tree blocking the path.

e Wellington Walkers are Welcome group & Joined

Cur walk in 3id of Hope House Hospice for Children. A 10 miles Mar Gth Naomi and AIS|II1g
circular from Chirk railway station, Chirk Castle, Offas Dyke the Canal

towpath, Trevor Basin and the two Aqueducts. Followed by cake at the

community cafe. If you would like to sponsor us the link is at

We are pleased to say that we have
exceeded our target and raised £235 for
Hope House
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Mar 6" Pam and Malcolm

. Wellington Wallers are Welcome shared a past
AdTEn 6 Much 8 1534 @

A bright and sunny aftemoon for our Stemative wallk lookong for
daffodils, led by Parm and Malcolm,

We mainly followed the Welington Loogp of the T30 Trail out through
Dathill and across to Apiey Woods and Leegomerny then retumied v
Latie Apley

Not so many daffs as we'd hoped for, but il an enjoyable walk

Nice to see some new faces among some of awr regular walkers




Feb 20 Pam and Chris Feb 6" Naomi and Eve

Yes - it rained a little, then a lot!! Thanks to Naomi for leading this afternoons walk

Thanks to Pam for organising and leading this years snowdrop walk to  Starting out from Horsehay Golf Club we visited the newly renovated
Eyton Hall which had opened it's grounds to raise funds for the Lawley Gate Well which dates back to 1828 where we met Pete
Historic Churches Trust, and thanks to all the walkers who braved the Jackson from the Cinderloo and Touch Telford projects who gave us 3
elements to join us. brief talk on its history and the work done to bring it back to what itis
Lots of snowdrops to be seen around the gardens, followed by today. Thanks Pete for taking the time to come out and mest us.
refreshments in one of the garages — checkout that hot chocolate and  From there we carried on to Horsehay Pool, then down the disused
flapjack served in the garage with all the motoring memorabilia railway track to Lightmoor before returning via the Squatters Cottage
sround the walls. and Horsehay Village. We'd missed 3ll the earlier rain and almost
Afezr 3 short walk on to St Catherines Church. we started our retum made it back dry, but were caught out in the last few minutes and 3ll

3 . ; = nower !!
walk just as the worst of the afternoons storm hit us ... not to worry, had;an early showes 1

it’s only wind and water g

didn't last long and had sunshine before we got back.
th We followed the Shropshire Way out from Wellington to the edge of
Jan 16" Jean Dothill Local Nature reserve, then back through Apley Woods.

. The first part of the walk formed the first 2.4 miles of Naomi's plan to
and Shella walk the 120 miles of the southem loop of the Shropshire Way - only

nd H another 117.6 miles to go if you're interested in joining her.
Jan 2"° Naomi A o
Thanks also to all our walkers who turned out despite the conditions.

and Malcolm
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’ Lorraine Dixon

Thank you Jean for a good walk today



Dec 19*" Malcolm and Eve

Wellington Walkers are Welcome shared = post
Admin - 19 December 2021 at 20:10- @

Unfortunately we didn't get the views 33 advertised, but none-the-less
had 3 'different’ walk up the Ercall this afternoon.

Very atmospheric giving a different outlook on what to some might be
3 regular route.

It was a bit chilly to start, but soon warmed up when we got moving,
particularly with the initial ‘climb’ up Hampton Hill, and then up to the
Ercall summit for mince pies.

Great to see some new walkers with us too.

Hope you all enjoy=d it and hope to see you all again next year.

@ You. Chris Jay and 5 others

2 comments Seen by 54

Dec 5" Naomi and Malcolm

Wellington Walkers are Welcome shared 2 post
Admin - 5 December 2021 -©

Thanks to Naomi for leading this afternocons walk. Despite a gloomy
weather outlook, it was actually pleasantly warm once we got going.
Off through Wellington Centre and across town to make use of the
Public Footpath from Hollies Road to Woodlands Avenue which has
been recently cleared by the Wellington Envirenmantal Services Team
(WEST).

Then cross country over Murphy's Field (by the lake), Sunnylands, and
along The Wrekin Link to Admaston, before crossing into Dothill LNR
passing Tes Lake.

We finished around Little Apley Pool (note another casualty of Arwen
last weekend) then back inte Wellington just before dusk to finish.




November 21t Pam and Chris and November 7" Chris and Malcolm

Wellington Walkers are Welcome shared 3 post
Admin - 21 November at 1743 - @

Yzt another pleasant aftemoon for 3 lovely walk led by Pam with Chris
as our back marker. A bit chilly to start, but soon warmed up once we
got going. The autumn colours on the Ercall and in Limekiln Woods
certainly lived up to expectations even though they don't always show
up in photo's. Thanks to all our walkers too for their support with 3
great tumout.

Wellington Walkers are Welcome shared 2 post
Admin - 7 November at 1657 - @

Thanks Chris for a very pleasant Sunday afternoon walk through
Limekiln Woods, New Works, and returning zlongside the golf course.
We had 3 real treat just sbove Steeraway, with possibly the largest
herd of wild desr that we ve seen - look carsfully at the photo's and
you can just make them out {really must take 2 decent camera on
walks in this arez). Notonly did we see them here, but they ran across
our path a little further on as they headed off back into the woods.
Nice to see lots of other folk cut enjoying the countryside tco.




Wellington Walkers are Welcome shared = post .
Admin -3 October -©
Wellington Walkers are Welcome

Admin - 17 October - ©

Some photos from today's walk in Little Dawley, almost Coalbrookdale
and Lightmoor. We mainly avoided the rain. We walksd just over 5
Today's walk in Dothill and Apley. Lovely aftzmoon weather miles including 3 loop around the Woodside Community Orchard just
above Coalbrookdale.

O Chris Jay and 2 others
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October 17" Jean and Pam and October 3" Naomi and Malcolm



